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USDA Cost-share Program Targets Irrigation, Orchard Production, 
Windbreaks, Organic Farming, and Grazing 
 
Harrisburg, PA--The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has announced 

that applications for 2005 cost-share assistance through the Agricultural Management Assistance 

Program (AMA) will be collected for ranking on March 11, 2005.  Applications will continue to 

be accepted beyond that date, however, they will be considered for future rankings only if 

additional monies become available. 

With funding directed toward approximately 15 states who are not traditional participants 

in the Risk Management Insurance for crops, Pennsylvania is focusing its AMA program on the 

conversion to organic farming, windbreaks, Integrated Pest Management,  irrigation, pesticide 

management and grazing.  Cost-share assistance up to 75% of practice implementation costs is 

available for practices such as tree plantings for windbreaks, irrigation systems to reduce erosion 

and improve groundwater recharge, and pesticide containment and integrated pest management 

systems that reduce the nutrients and chemicals that go into our ground water.   

“AMA is one more tool that farmers can use to improve and protect the natural resources 

of Pennsylvania while still making a living from farming,” said Robin Heard, NRCS State 
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USDA Cost-share Program Targets Irrigation, Orchard Production, Windbreaks, Organic Farming, and Grazing


Harrisburg, PA--The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has announced that applications for 2005 cost-share assistance through the Agricultural Management Assistance Program (AMA) will be collected for ranking on March 11, 2005.  Applications will continue to be accepted beyond that date, however, they will be considered for future rankings only if additional monies become available.


With funding directed toward approximately 15 states who are not traditional participants in the Risk Management Insurance for crops, Pennsylvania is focusing its AMA program on the conversion to organic farming, windbreaks, Integrated Pest Management,  irrigation, pesticide management and grazing.  Cost-share assistance up to 75% of practice implementation costs is available for practices such as tree plantings for windbreaks, irrigation systems to reduce erosion and improve groundwater recharge, and pesticide containment and integrated pest management systems that reduce the nutrients and chemicals that go into our ground water.  


“AMA is one more tool that farmers can use to improve and protect the natural resources of Pennsylvania while still making a living from farming,” said Robin Heard, NRCS State Conservationist.  “NRCS conservation professionals help farmers put together the basic conservation plans to improve their land, and we are fortunate to have programs to provide the cost-share to install the practices which will help them meet the goals they set,” Heard added.


Farmers should stop in their local USDA Service Center to apply for program assistance.  Successful applicants should receive notification and sign their contracts between April 22 and June 17th.  


For more information on AMA or other conservation programs, contact your local USDA Service Center.  You can also find out more information on the Internet at http://www.pa.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/ama.html.  

NRCS is an agency of the United States Department of Agriculture with the legislated directive to provide conservation technical assistance to landowners and managers on our Nation’s privately owned lands.  We work in partnership with locally led conservation districts and other state, federal, local and private organizations.  NRCS is proud to be part of the Pennsylvania Conservation Partnership.
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 


 


To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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Conservationist.  “NRCS conservation professionals help farmers put together the basic 

conservation plans to improve their land, and we are fortunate to have programs to provide the 

cost-share to install the practices which will help them meet the goals they set,” Heard added. 

Farmers should stop in their local USDA Service Center to apply for program assistance.  

Successful applicants should receive notification and sign their contracts between April 22 and 

June 17th.   

For more information on AMA or other conservation programs, contact your local USDA 

Service Center.  You can also find out more information on the Internet at 

http://www.pa.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/ama.html.   

NRCS is an agency of the United States Department of Agriculture with the legislated 

directive to provide conservation technical assistance to landowners and managers on our 

Nation’s privately owned lands.  We work in partnership with locally led conservation districts 

and other state, federal, local and private organizations.  NRCS is proud to be part of the 

Pennsylvania Conservation Partnership. 
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